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1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Cancelled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A connector for connecting together the free pin end and the free box end 
or two tubular bodies, comprising: 

a nin having pin threads formed externally on an end of a first tubular body, said nin 
threads ext ending from a starting point on said first tubular body and terminating ad jacent the 
free pin end, said pin threads further being formed on a tubular section of said first tu b ular body 
having an outside diameter no greater than an oulside diameter of a major length of said first 
tubular, said pin threads running out on said outside diameter at said starting point, 
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a box having box threads formed internally on an end of a second tubular body, said box 
threads extending from a starting point on said second tubular body and terminating adjacent the 
free box end, said pin adapted to be received in and threadedlv engaged with said box. 

an external seal between said pin and said box adjacent said pin thread starting point and adjacent said 
free box end, said external seal comprising an annular, elastomeric seal disposed against said pin and said box, 
and wherein said external seal is an annular, elastomeric seal ring carried externally of said first tubular and 
adapted to engage a face formed at an axial end of said box, and A- conn e ctor as d e fin e d in Claim 1 Q wh e r e in 
said seal ring is retained axially and positioned between said face and a back up ring secured to said pir h, and 

an internal seal adjacent said box thread starting point and said free pin end whereby said pin threads 
and said box threads are at least partially confined between said external and internal seals when said pin and 
box are engaged. 

12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Previously Presented) A connector for connecting together the free pin and the Tree 
box end of two tubular bodies comprising; 

a pin having pin threads formed externally on an end of a first tubular body, said pin 
threads extending from a starting point on said first tubular body and terminating in the area of 
the free pin end, 

a box having box threads formed internally on an end of a second tubular body, said box 
threads extending from a starting point on said second tubular body and terminating in the area 
of the free box end, 

a pin adapted to be received in and threadedly engaged with said box, 

an external seal between said pin and said box adjacent said pin thread starting point and 
adjacent said free box end, said external seal comprising an annular, elastomeric seal disposed 
against said pin and said box, 

an internal seal adjacent said box thread starting point and said free pin end whereby said 
pin threads and said box threads are at least partially confined between said external and internal 
seals when said pin and box are engaged, 

compression ring threads formed in the area of said free end of said box, 
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a threaded, annular compression ring encircling said first tubular body and adapted to 
threadedly engage said compression ring threads, and 

an annular, elastomeric seal ring disposed between said compression ring and said box 
whereby threaded engagement of said compression ring with said box forms said external scaL 

14. (Previously Presented) A connector as defined in Claim 13 wherein compression 
ring threads are formed on an external surface of said box. 

15. (Previously Presented) A connector as defined in Claim 1 3 wherein compression 
ring threads are formed on an internal surface of said box, 

16. (Previously Presented) A connector as defined in Claim 1 3 wherein said 
compression ring engages said box to form a metal-to-metal seal whereby said compression ring 
threads are disposed between said elastomeric seal ring and said mctal-to-metal seal, 

17. (Previously Presented) A connector as defined in Claim 13 further including an 
annular, elastomeric crush ring axially displaced from said seal ring and adapted to be 
compressed between said compression ring and said box whereby said compression ring threads 
are disposed between said seal ring and said crush ring when said compression ring is engaged 
with said box. 

18. (Cancelled) 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Cancelled) 

21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Cancelled) 
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23. (Cancelled) 

24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Cancelled) 

27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Previously Presented) A connector for connecting together the free pin end and the 
free box end of two tubular bodies comprising: 

a pin having pin threads on an end of a first tubular body, said pin threads extending from 
a starting point on said first tubular body and terminating adjacent the free pin end, said pin 
threads further being formed on a tubular section of said first tubular body having an outside 
diameter no greater than an outside diameter of a major length of said first tubular, said pin 
tlireads running out on said outside diameter at said starting point, 

a box having box threads formed internally on an end of a second tubular body, said box 
threads extending from a starting point on said second tubular body and terminating adjacent the 
free box end, said pin adapted to be received in and threadedly engaged with said box, 

an external seal between said pin and said box adjacent said pin thread starting point and 
adjacent said free box end, said external seal comprising an annular, elastomeric seal disposed 
against said pin and said box, 

an internal seal adjacent said box thread starting point and said free pin end whereby said 
pin threads and said box threads are at least partially confined between said external and internal 
seals when said pin and box are engaged and wherein said external seal is an annular, 
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eiastomeric seal ring earned externally of said first tubular and adapted to engage a face formed 

at an axial end of said box, and 

wherein said seal ring is retained ax i ally and positioned between said face and a back up 
ring secured to said pin. 
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